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a particle that indicates a point of ¢ at; in; on

time at which s.t. takes place ( [REL. de‘]

A A AAAAAANAAAANANNANS

¢ Key Sentence

Topic (subject) Noun (time)

Bl | & ABE - | BEn  EEET
Watashi : wa maiasa rokujihan ni okiru | okimasu.
(I get up at six thirty every morning.)

() FAIMB—RHIAEENEL,
Watashi wa shigatsu tsuitachi ni umaremashita.
(I was born on April Ist.)

b AEEEEpEc) bEHELL.
Kesa wa gojihan ni uchi o demashita.
(This morning I left home at five thirty.)

©) SREOE () ERITET2250TT,
Rainen no natsu (ni) gaikokuryoko o suru tsumori desu.
(I intend to make a trip abroad next summer.)

@) FAEAERIT o TV HIcFRE TV,
Kodomo ga gakké ni itte iru aida ni tegami o kaita.
(I wrote a letter while my children were away at school.)

@) HHEASECVEE()SGOREALEHE T
Tanaka wa daigaku ni iru toki (ni) ima no okusan to deatta.
(Tanaka met his present wife when he was in college.)

1. There are a number of time expressions that cannot take n/; the typical
ones are asa ‘ morning’, ashita ‘ tomorrow’, kiné ¢ yesterday’, kyo ‘ today’,
ototoi ‘the day before yesterday’, rainen ‘next year’, saikin ‘lately’,
etc. Generally speaking, if a time expression can be specified uniquely
in terms of digits, the adverb can take n/; otherwise, it cannot. Getsuyob/
<Monday’ is the ‘first’ day of the week, so it can take ni. So can




(l
ﬁi i
nit | niz 291
290 it

i i i he four seasons. Thus,
A ( . ’ Al 5 ' ) 6. Ni is optional with the names of the
kurisumasu ‘ Christmas’, because it is December 25. But kyé “today

cannot take 1/, because ‘today’ cannot be uniquely specified by date. @) FU)FEBLET. .
Haru (ni) kekkonshimasu.

2. Niis optional with certain time nouns, such as natsu ‘summer’ (as in (Pm getting married in the Spring.)

Ex. (c)) and tok/ ‘time’ (as in Ex. (e)). The version with n/ stresses
the point of time more than the version without ni does.

3. The time noun aida also takes nj if the event in the main clause does not
continue for the entire duration of the event in the aida clause, as seen

in Ex. (d). If the event in the main clause covers the same duration as

the event in the aida clause, n/ cannot be used. (=> aida (ni)) nit Ic prt.
(1) FHEIEERIAT > T B BT BT e, e ¢ to for
Kodomo ga gakké ni itte iru aida tegami o kaite ita. g an mdlrei&,omiefm,ww,\,\MMMM,\ R
(I was writing letters while my children were away at school.) AR
; . . N e
4. When a specific time expression takes goro ‘about’ as in (2), n/ may ¢ Key Seatenc .
drop. Topic (subject) ‘ Indirect Object | Direct Object |
(2) ST ()RS £ L, 2 | B oo | wmoioe | xw/EEET
Kesa gojihan goro (ni) okimashita. i haha i ni | tegami i © yoku kaku | kakimasu.
(I got up at about five thirty.) Watashi : wa 2 :
: mother.)
5. Ni as a particle for a point of time can be used freely with various (I often write letters to my
time expressions, as long as it occurs with a time expression that can
be uniquely specified in terms of digits. (= Note 1) [ Examples J
QI B e
PR Dufneik (@) Rufickiite <.
(3) a. . :fffﬁﬁ};- ) Chichi wa boku ni tokei o kureta.
E:t /1/ gso)un ni (My father gave me a watch.)
5 < = o D > [AWS 5
b. ZHMH|- (b) IniEdeAET AY ﬁA@%éEk H/&Ej;z,i%l;};nbjngaku o oshiete iru.
K X ; 5-sensei wa amerikajin no ga : .
e e flfrt:fsl(ato is teaching Japanese literature to American students.)
(on March 4) ’
TR, > FLIEs
2 FLidkiz B E&EEDI LD ) ; ;
“ HEH‘:_. o “ Watashi wa iméto ni o-kane O sukosh/. yarimashita.
(getstlcllob:i nl) (I gave a little money to my younger sister.)
on Monday . < Le
d. FRENFmER @ 4HEACEILELEFVEEATLR  hito
i . /.h B /; - ) Imai-san ni denwashimashita ga’ /m;lasen e 2
zen;ggz;) yaku-hachijayo(n)nen ni (I called Mr. Imai, but he wasn’t t ere.)
mn
e =i @ FNgpskie e R E AT,

Okawa-sensei wa gakusei ni jroirona jisho o miseta.

ol (Prof. Okawa showed various dictionaries to his students.)

(in the 21st century)



